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Coven/Circle Symbollic out of Fairfield,
Ca was blessed to celebrate Samhain
and the Handfastingeremonyof one of
their members, Tracy Cheri Jones and
her husbandErik. Theday was adorned
with circle members, family members,
Pagans and noi#?agans. Everyone
came dressed in costume and enjoyed the
laidback atmospher&here was music,
dancing, food and fun. After the
Handfasting, once evening approached
and the sun went dowthe ritual began.
There weretalesafhe nsil ent
Athe green witcho a
commemoration and silence for those we
have lost. Except for the helicopters
flying overhead, the evening was
magickal and heattelt.
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The arcestor altar which was later adorned with
drinks, smokes, candles and food to celebrate the
Asil ent suppero with o
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Two wenches and a fairy

The Happy Couple
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~SPOTLIGHT
Matt Chapman

GNL-What tradition did you start in? | f anyé

Matt-6 My first teachers we
traditional witchcraft: Raymond Buckland, and .
Laurie Cabot. Once | learned the basics and felt
successful in my practicel began to branch out
into other traditions and took what | wanted to use
in my craft. | fell in love with the Gods and
Goddess'stories and magic of Egypt. | learned
shamanism and Native Anerican spirituality. | am
afirst level Reiki practitioner and | even study
Jewish Mysticism and Eastern mythology. | believe
all traditions lead to the top of the same mountain;
We are all on different paths to the same place. |
use what works for me and if it does not Ifind out
why and don't use it.

GNL-When did you "discover" Paganism and Wicca?

Tell us a little bit. GNL-Are you a Geagian initiate?

Matt - When | was little | knew i could see things Matt - Currently, | am a pre-dedicant

that other people could not. Everyone | talked to

about the situation made fun of me or told me it GNL - How long have you been interested in the craft?

was all in my head. | met a girlin high school and
she introduced me to the craft. She taught me the  p\att-2 Like | said. | have been interested since
basics butl knew our paths were diferent. When around high school. | always knew there was

people found out | was a witch was made fun of something out there for people like me who believe
and bullied. | kept my beliefsto myself and in the unseen and the mystical. | am glad to belong
practiced in secret. | didn't talk about the craft to to a religion that worships the earth, honos the
anyone and | taught m)_self through books. After femalejust as much aghe male, and wherdove
high school I met my wife Lacy and learned her and trust is very important. It is where | belong.

mom (Elizabeth) was a practicing witch. $e made
me question everything Ifeared and taughtme
more mysteries. It was then that found out my
problem. Why fear what | don't understand? |

dove into learning everything Icould about the
craft. I will never stop learning everyday. | found
that where there is fear there is power and Hid not
want to be afraid anymore. | came out of the broom
closet and war my pentacle goddess necklace and
ring openly. | am a proud male witch and Iwant to
help other people not be afraidof the unknown.

My family and | created a website based witchcraft
store called Northern Oaks where we provide
others with their magical items and teach them how
to use their power.
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GNL - How long have you been a Georgian? Who
damnedyou to this tradition?

Matt - | have known my teacher about a yeanow
and have been studying with himabout 6 months. |
am still a pre-dedicant

GNL- Children or grandchildren? Fur babies?

Matt-? My son Seth is 8 years old. Alsd recently
rescued a kiten and her name is Azula.

GNL - Describe your life a little these days, what great is
going on?

Matt -l live with my family in a medium-sized town
called Vacaville wrere | work as an automotive
mechanic. | spend time studyinghe metaphysical. |
practice meditating and healing work with myself
and others. | draw and consider myself a decent
wand maker. | amalsothe admin for my family's
online store.? | have found a greateacher and a
family where | can be myself. After many years of
solitary work, I can finally have confirmation on
what | accomplish. Having people who | can talk to
openly about my religion and sharing my life with
them is the greatest thing for me right now.

GNL -Attended/Missed any Mt. Meets (East or West)?
Other gatherings, not just Pagan, thatyou have
enjoyed?

Matt- Northern Oaks has been attending events at
Blue Mountain for about 2 years. | learn alot about
the girits of the land when 1 visit. We also attend
Pagan pride and fairy festival in Sacramento every
year and we enpy vending there. | am learningthe
pros and cons of solitary . coven/ group circle
work. ? | recently attended a handfasting for the
first time and | really enjoyed the energy and joy of
the event.

GNL-Any really good stories you fondly remember or
shiver at the thought of these days that you might want
to share with us?

Matt -l have so many ghost stories ¢annot fit them
here. My best friend since kindergarten has always
been a sensive and told me when spirits werenear.
We are still friends to this day and even though he
denies his powers fespect him because it confirms
my belief in the mystical.l have had several lpoth
positive and negative) gperiences with a ouija
board and that also confirms my belies. Most
recently, Elizabeth and | weremeditating together
about meeting differentspirit guides. | wasshocked
when she described my healing guide to a Bven
her name without me saying anything before. It
shows us the mysteries of this world are more
powerful then we expect them to be.

Thank you Matt for sharing with us!
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Birthdays-
Anouncements Ssibyl Shadowdrake September
: 22,1964
i Georgiané Fig - October 17
: Pre-dedications Taran YoungOak October 13 at

4:43am

. Elizabeth Stamey and Tracy Cheri Raven Spirit Oct 17", 1970

. RichardsJones from Coven/Circle ndigoT October 28

. Symbollic on Octobet8, 2014. Lord Joshwa-ah - Oct 13, 1949
- Welcome to the madness that is us

: ladies!!J

Upcoming Events

Pantheacon 2015
February 13-16

Doubletree Hotel in San Jose, CA
2050 Gateway Place San Jose, CA

More information at:
www.pantheacon.com
or email info@pantheacon.com



https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sacramento-Pagan-Pride/113434352097599?ref=nf
http://www.pantheacon.com/
mailto:info@pantheacon.com
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. . Coven Obscura in Pittsburgh, PA (below)
This mont hoés topi c:

Georgiandos Around the Gl obe

Georgian Musings

Pagan children at the Pumpkin Patch (afe)
from circle Symbollic in Fairfield

Roger Allen Ward, aka Luscious Apricot

| think set rituals/holidays/Books of
Shadowsl/training/etc. are only one
level of what makes a tradition. |
believe thatin addition to shared lore
Marla Roberson & Gypsey Teae from and practice, a tradition in the Wiccan
South Caolina sense, includes the group mind created
by sharing these practices and lore,
and the community that it engenders.
|l think there 1is
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